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the claims of which have been a favourite subject of dis-
cussion with the moralists of all literary ages. Its dis-
putable problems, however, refer almost entirely to the
modes and measures of its external expression, and belong
therefore to the ethics of objective conduct rather than of
inward character. The impulse itself is very nearly simple:
viz. personal attachment awakened specifically by receipt
of benefits, and therefore answered specifically by the
desire of requital. It is the very nature of all love to
assimilate, to reproduce the feeling from the contemplation
of which it springs, i.e. to respond to love in kind; for
admiration to return admiration, for sympathy, sympathy:
for high example, imitation not less high; and so, for
benefits, corresponding benefits. There is, therefore, no-
thing exceptional in gratitude, obliging us to reserve an
unshared place for it: it is a variety of generosity', with its
indefinite profusion, however, brought to some approximate
measure by the extent of the favour conferred; for, though
it repudiates all nice calculations and insists on an ad
libitum range, yet it spends itself and rests in natural
equilibrium, when the requital seems in correspondence
with the gift. How this correspondence is to be reached,
it may be difficult to decide; whether by estimating the
effort of the giver, or the service to the receiver, or by
framing a compound ratio of the two; or by leaving the
whole adjustment to the invisible intensity of the affection.
But, in any case, the affection, however expressed, will be
owned as a debt on the one side without being held as
a claim on the other. As it lies in the very essence of
the affection to accept this paradox of love, it is defective
in anyone who cannot rest in so generous a relation, but
is uneasy till he rids himself of the debt, and obtains his
discharge. Such a rebellious haste to escape from an
obliged position will not incur our censure, if the benefits
received have been heaped upon him by some unworthy
giver, or even some stranggr with whom he can have no
intimate ties. But else, it betrays to us a heart too proud